Holy Rosary Church

wm 16™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gen 18:1-10; Col 1:24-28; Luke 10:38-42

~ Hospitality is rewarded
- On a very hot day, Abram camps at Mamre, near Heb-
- | ron. Looking out of his tent he sees three travelers pass-
ing and he invites them for a drink. His wife Sarah pre-
| pares a delicious meal that the guests enjoy. Before
~ leaving they thanked Abram and Sarah and promised

b them that by this time next year they will have a baby.
Abram is 99 and Sarah is 89 and she laughs and says,
“How can a woman at my age bear a child? The three
guests turned out to be 3 angels sent by God to confirm
His promise to Abram and Sarah of a baby 24 years ear-
lier.
On their journey to Jerusalem Jesus and his disciples
stop at Bethany and are invited for dinner by Martha and
Mary, Lazarus’s sisters. Martha is busy cooking while
Mary is thrilled to listen to Jesus’ message. Jesus com-
pliments the cook and he commends Mary for choosing
Jesus’ spiritual nourishment. St. Benedict understood Jesus’ message well and for his monks he chose the motto
“Ora et labora”, “work and pray”. The story of Martha and Mary is a challenge for each of us to balance work
and prayer. We need nourishment for our body as well as for our spirit.

= <
Hospitality at Holy Rosary: (left) Frs. Jerry Arano
Ponce, St Agnes Parish, Tomas Orell & Rodrigo
Miranda, Missionaries in Argentina and Egypt.

A Bowlful of Cherries

time. Like in the fruit, there is a basic goodness in each per-
son that develops gradually. In the process of maturity it
may be difficult, at times, to see and sense this internal

2 goodness in people. We need to handle
people with care as we do for a fragile
package. Good soil and a warm climate
help the quality of fruits, in the same way
our care and attention to people are the
good soil and environment that facilitates
the process and help them to grow healthy
and mellow.

In one of my visits to Italy I visited an ap-
ple orchard run by the family of a priest
friend. The orchard is maintained as a gar-
1 den, clean and well organized with all

Optimists say, “Life is like a bowl of cherries”. Sometimes
itis, I agree. I had a good experience last week. After a long
walk at Parkville Park and a hot shower I was hungry and
ready for breakfast: I started with a
bowl of blue berries and they tested
better than normal. Then came a
bowl of cherries: firm, ripe to per-
fection, sweet as honey; cherries
never tasted this delicious before. |
began savoring one after another
and my taste buds were delighted. I
thanked God for putting so much
“goodness” and flavor in fruits and
food in general. Then I wonder:
why didn’t God put a similar

“goodness” and flavor in people. In

my mind [ went back to my life as a child, our garden, our
fruit trees, our cherries and [ remember that we rarely en-
joyed ripe cherries or any fruit from our garden. As soon as
the cherries and any fruit show a little color we picked them
and ate them tart, at times sour. The only ripe fruit we en-
joyed was the ones picked by my father from the high
branches that we could not reach.

My reflection went back on people; I believe that God put
some goodness and flavor in every person. Why are people
not so sweet? The agricultural season last only one season,
a few months, and the fruit is ripe. The human maturity
lasts several seasons and each person mature at different

automatic sprinklers and covered by a net
to protect the trees from hails storms. I admired the orchard
and the up to date equipment and I asked the owner, “How
many sprays to do give the trees before the apples are ripe?”’
He answered 32 sprays beginning in the fall and all during
the season. I was stunned by the number. To my amazement
he told me that the European Common Market accept only
quality merchandize. How many “sprays” do we need to
become quality people? Baptism is the first spray; we need
many more. Discover goodness in your own life and in peo-
ple and thank God for sharing his goodness with us. Jesus
said, “I am the vine, you are the branches and my Father is
the gardener. We are in good hands. Enjoy God’s sprays!
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Legionaries of Christ.
Archbishop De Paolis is a
member of the Scalabrinian
Community and a senior
Vatican official. He is a
member of the Apostolic
Signature, the Vatican highest court, since 2003.
In 2008 he was elected President of the Eco-

AGood and Faith
In our Masses today we remem-
ber with gratitude Fr. Angelo
Moscato, cs, a native of Holy
Rosary, and pastor from 1980

to 1991. He was called to
Eternal life July 13, 1999.

nomic Affairs of the Holy See and the chief audi- Rest In Peace

tor of the Vatican. We congratulate Archbishop In your prayer please remember
De Paolis and offer our prayer for a fruitful ser- DEBBIE ANN JEWETT and
vice to the Church and the people of God. Itis a JOSEPH L. PIRANIO
great honor for our Scalabrinian Religious Com- who were buried from Holy Ro-
munity to have a member in such responsible po- sary this past week. Our con-

sition in the Church. dolences to the families.




