First Sunday of Advent

Jer. 33:14-16; 1Thess.3:12-4:2; Luke 21:24-36

“0O Come Emmanuel”

Advent is a short season to prepare for Christmas. It is a time to find quiet moments,

to reflect on the bible stories, to pray and to celebrate the fulfillment of God’s prom-

ises. It is a time of hope that we experience the presence of Jesus in our life, and hope

for lasting peace among nations. The business world is competing with our Christian

belief and promises us bargains, savings, the very things that we need to make us

happy. To fulfill his plan God needs our collaboration as He needed Zechariah and

Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph. Like Zechariah we too can’t believe that God is calling
us to be part of his plan. Advent is a time to reorient our personal lives. “Let peace begin with me, let this be
the moment now”. We are now the new John the Baptist who proclaims Jesus’ presence among us and we
show how his presence has changed our life.

The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth
In the days of King Herod there was a priest named Zechariah, and his
wife Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, but they had
no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on
in years.
One day Zechariah was assigned to serve in the temple to offer the in-
cense in the Holy of Holies, and the whole assembly of the people
was praying outside. An angel of the Lord appeared to him by the al-
tar. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified. The angel said to him,
"Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You E&=
and Elizabeth and many others will rejoice at his birth, for he will be —’;
great in the sight of the Lord. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit
even before his birth. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the
Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will turn the = F ~
hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to prepare the =~ - T
people for the Messiah. "Zechariah said to the angel, "How will I House of Zechariah & Elizabeth
know that this is true? For I am an old man, and so is my wife." The Birthplace of John the Baptist
angel replied, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my words,
you will become mute, unable to speak, until your son is born.." In the meantime people were waiting for
Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and
they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to
speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. His wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five
months she remained in seclusion. She said, "This is
§ what the Lord has done for me when he looked favora-
A bly on me and took away the disgrace I have endured
4 among my people." (Luke 1:5-26:Abbreviated)

““# The Zechariah complex
— During this “year of priests” I reflect and pray for priests
- and people who are good and work and pray for the

-

. coming of the Kingdom of God. Many cannot believe

‘%! N e @ | hat God has chosen us to be part of his plan. We know
2 \ ey .. e our limitations, they are real, but we are not sure that
God can empower us to do what seems impossible to us.
Please, God, don’t punish us... make us believers.

Church of the Magnificat: Mary meets Elizabeth




November 29, 2009

CHUA NHAT THU I MUA VONG

Jer. 33:14-16; 1Thess.3:12-4:2; Luke 21:24-36
“Kia Chiia Ctru Thé dén”
Mua Vong la thoi gian
ngan dé chuan bi cho
mua Giang Sinh. Bay
cling 1a thoi gian thinh
lang, dé phan anh
nhitng cau chuy¢n
trong phuc am, dé cau
nguyén va ciing dé don
mung 101 hira cta
Thién Chua. Pay la
luc chung ta hy vong
su hién dién ctia Chua
Giésu ¢ gilra chung ta
s& mang dén mot nén hoa binh vinh ctru cho nhan
loai. Nén thuong mai thé gii thi canh tranh v6i niém
tin ctia ngudi tin hitu va hira hen véi chiing ta bang
thuong luong, tiét kiém dé duoc séng hanh phuc. bé
1am tron sit ménh, Thién Chia muén ching ta phai
hop tac véi Nguoi nhu sy hop tac ciia ong Zécharia
va ba Elizabét, hay Ptric Me Maria va thanh Giuse.
Ciing gidng nhu 6ng Zécharia, chung ta khong tin 1a
Chua di goi chiing ta Ia thanh vién dé hoan thanh s
ménh voi Nguoi. Mua Vong 12 mua dé ching ta
chinh lai hudng di trong doi sdng chung ta. “Hay dé
binh an bat dau trong toi, ngay tir luc nay”. Trong
mua Vong chung ta dén mung sy hién di¢n cua Chta
Giésu trong doi sdng chiing ta. Bay gio chung ta nhu
la thanh Gioan Phép Rura, hay cong bd su hién dién
cua Chua Giésu trong chling ta, va ching ta hay
chting to su hién dién cta Ngai 1am thay doi doi séng
chuing ta.

Banh cookies Giang Sinh dang tién trién...

Thir Hai, 30 thang 11 s& bat ddu nuéng banh cho 18
Giang Sinh. Ching ta da ban dugc 214 khay banh
hay 1070 ta banh. Ching ta dy tru 5 ngay dé nudng
banh néu can co thé thém vai budi chiéu. Giao xir
hoan nghénh tit ca moi nguoi dén tinh nguyén lam;
khong can phai chuyén nghiép, néu khong biét chiing
t6i s& hudng dan. Xin anh chi em hay dén hoi truong
Scalabrini sang thir Hai ltc 9 gio sang. Gido xu rat
can sy gop suc cia anh chi em.

Rectory Work Donations

I like to thank the families who made generous dona-
tion for the work done at the rectory. So far we col-
lected $5,712. Your contribution is appreciated. God
bless your generous hearts.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, November 28
4PM Dugan & Margaret Maxwell by dau. Madeline
Agrusa & Family
Sunday, November 29
8AM Salvatore Rinaldo by Family
11AM John Sebbeto by Friends
Monday, November 30

11AM All Faithful Departed
Tuesday, December 1
8AM For all the ill and sick parishioners
Wednesday, December 2
8AM Eileen Schrader by Sal & Florine Arnone
Thursday, December 3
8AM For Service men and wormen
Friday, December 4
8AM Jake Farrentelli by wife Fannie
Saturday, December 5
4PM Mary, Tony and Joey Fasone by Family
Johnny George Ciocciaro by daughters, sister &
families
Sunday, December 6
8AM Betty Conrick by Victor, Lucy & Jenni Stasi
11AM Peter J. Cuezze by Family
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
December 12 & December 13
LECTORS ALTAR SERVERS

Brian Bui
Triston and Fantasia Ta
Yen and Long Bui

4PM: M.Workman
8AM: M. Mancuso
11AM: L. Venable

EUCHARIST MINISTERS
4PM: L.Roccaforte

8AM: Q.Tran
11AM: A.Cascone
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Collections: $34634.00 Other Income: $1161.00

TOTAL: $4595.00

Christmas Cookies rolling...

The count down is 0 and we are ready to go. We sold
214 Christmas trays, at five dozens per tray it means
1070 dozens, namely 12,840 cookies. It is a lot of
cookies. We have 5 days to bake them and we may
work a couple of evenings and the weekend if we
need. We count on a good participation of all avail-
able helpers. All volunteers, women and men, young
and old are welcome; you don’t need a baking di-
ploma, but just good will to help. Baking starts Mon-
day morning, November 30 at 9 AM at the Scalabrini
Hall at 910 Pacific. No appointment needed, just
show up. This is a parish project and the proceeds
will be used to help pay for the recent work done at
the rectory. Your help is needed and much appreci-
ated.

Christmas trays pick up time: Wednesday &
Thursday, December 9 and 10




