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March 26, 2006
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Readings: 2 Chr 36:14-23; Eph 2:4-10; John 3:14-21
“God loved us so much...”

Today'’s first reading describes the lowest point in ancient Israel’'s covenant
relationship with God. The text concerns the events leading up to the destruction of
Jerusalem and its temple in 587 B.C. by the Babylonians.

Even though ancient Israel was unfaithful to the covenant, God remained — ——
faithful to his people and to his covenant with them. David Roberts painting of the

The gospel reports the famous words of St. John, 3:16, “God so loved the Destruction of Jerusalem
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish, but might have eternal life”. The
role of Jesus in this climactic display of God’s covenant love is expressed by Jesus’ acceptance “to be lifted up on the
cross”, to be exalted and glorified so that all who believe in him may have eternal life. Just as Jesus was raised from the
dead to enjoy eternal life with his heavenly Father, we too have been given the opportunity to share in his eternal life
through the mercy of God. This opportunity is a gift from God, and we gain access to it through faith: “For by grace you
have been saved through faith.” For St. Paul faith and works go together. Paul’'s view is that if we grasp who we have
become through the paschal mystery, then we will naturally and eagerly want to do what is good and right.

During the season of lent and Easter as we relive the story of our salvation, the story of God’s love and of Jesus’
obedience to his Father, we have a great opportunity to express our love and gratitude to God and to Jesus by being the
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messengers and the carriers of God’s love to others.
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St. Joseph’s Table Celebration

I hope that no meteorologist lost his/her job for
last weekend’s weather forecast. The 80% and 90%
chance of rain, snow and ice for Saturday and Sunday
never materialized in our area. | am sure that there was
more than meteorological science involved; our prayers
to St. Joseph not to spoil our celebration prepared in his
honor with much devotion and love for several weeks
did help. During the week | invited people to pray for
good weather, and personally | prayed before St. Jo-
seph’s statue and | reminded him that the whole week-
end celebration was to honor him for providing abun-
dant rain and a rich harvest to
our ancestors in Sicily who WEI‘COME TO
had suffered a long and se- '
vere drought. | pray to him to
show us his power and control
over the rain and snow”. And
He did. No rain and snow was
seen in our area on Saturday,
Sunday and Monday. My trust
in St. Joseph has increased
100% and | am sure the same
for many of you. We can ap-
peal to St. Joseph in our
needs and He will help us.
Feast report
Last Sunday 450 people at-
tended the St. Joseph’s Mass, the largest attendance
ever. After mass over 500 people jammed the
Scalabrini Hall and many could not enter and left.
Those who stayed had a great time, the St. Joseph’s
Table was beautiful, the pasta Milanese, the salad, the
cookies were super.
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The outdoor heated tent was a great idea and
we are grateful for Mr. & Mrs. Joe Brancato and family
for providing it. We need a larger tent next year with a
hot table to serve food in order to share the heavy load
in the kitchen. Any other suggestions to improve service
is welcomed.

We are grateful to three families who accepted
to bring their children to represent the Holy Family,
Nicki Ragusa (Blessed Mother), Joe Stasi (St. Joseph),
Victor Brancato (Jesus).

The gross income from the feast should be
around $21,000. The ex-
Y ROSARY CHURM penses were high; a com-
B plete report will be given
later.
A big thank you to the or-
ganizers, the many volun-
teers of the baking crew,
then Scouts who set up the
Table, helped all day Sun-
day, those who prepared
and decorated the Table,
the cooks, the servers all
helpers and all those who
participated and patronized
our celebration. Special
thanks to Anna Badami,
Minnie Tristanio and their niece Virginia May who col-
lected $1000.00 from her friends in Chicago to make
the total amount of donations collected over $7,000.00.
They deserve a medal.

May St. Joseph continue to bless us and our
families and make us grateful for our blessings and for
our willingness to share them with the needy and poor.
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ﬂ% CHUA NHAT THU TU MUA CHAY H
2 Chronicles 36:14-23; Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:14-21 H

8 “Thién Chia thuong yéu H
= chung ta vé van” OH

I Phuc am hom nay H
W trich tin mung ndi tleng cua H

thanh Gioan 3:16, ““ Thién H
' Chua da thuong yéu nhan loai H
4 vO cung, da ban Con Mot dé
0 cung, da ban Con Mot dé ‘
chudc i cho thién ha, dé ‘
nhitng ai tin vao Ngudi s€ H
. khong bi hity diét nhung dugc séng doi doi”. Chaa H
. Giésu duoc song doi doi vi su chét va song lai cua H
. Nguoi va Ngudi ciing cho ching ta dugc song doi H
W doi néu chiing ta biét tin vao Ngudi H
‘”‘% Trong mua chay va Phuc Sinh nay, chiing H
ﬁ% ta hay cai thi€n doi song va don mirng on ctru chudc H
va tinh yéu bao la cua Thién Chua da danh cho H
chung ta. Mua Chay va Phuc Sinh ciing 1a dip cho &
Uoo chung ta bay to tinh y€u va bi€t on cua ching ta voi H
U% Thién Chua bang cach dem tinh thuong ctia Chua H
. dén voi moi nguoi |
| ]
_ Camon |
ﬂ° Lé Thanh Giuse da thanh céng v6 cung tot dep; so H
ﬂ% nguodi tham dy thanh 1€ va ban tiéc Thanh Giuse rat H
ﬁ% dong. Xin cam on toan thé anh chi em da tham dy ‘
H% ngay 1€ va dong gop cung cau nguyén cho thoi tiet i
¢ dep. Xin thanh Giuse chuc lanh cho gia dinh anh >
U% chi em ”
I |
. Mén tdm hép in tha dang H
: Thir sau 31/3, gido xt s& to chrc lam H
#%' " mon tom hap tai hoi truong tir 4 gio H
dén 7 gid toi. An thd dang tom hap, H

H 4 > 4 bép, khoai va nudc ngot véi gia $ 17 ‘
; nguol 16n va $ 8 con nit. Xin anh chi ‘
\D% em dén an ung hd cho gido xr. Hay dem ban bé ‘
H% cung dén dé thuong thirc P
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Candidates for Baptism—Easter Vigil

Carmon Decker Bonanno
Jiovanna Woodruff
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Seder Meal: We plan to provide some
food for the celebration; we need to know
how many will participate.
Please call with your reservations by
March 31.

The parish secretary will be out of the office Monday
April 3 through Wednesday, April 5.

worrrk MASS INTENTIONS *rs

Saturday, March 25

4PM For the Souls of Maria & Joseph Chat Bai Bien
by Bui Family
Sunday, March 26
8AM Ed Conrick by Family

11AM Anthony Sirna by Carl & Josephine Privitera
Monday, March 27

8AM Mary by Ranu
Tuesday, March 21

8AM John the Baptist & Mary by Mr. Thuan

Wednesday, March 28

8AM In thanksgiving by Mrs. Quen
Thursday, March 29

8AM In honor of st. Joseph by Mrs. Quen
Friday, March 30

8AM For all the sick of the parish
Saturday, March 31

4PM St. Mary Margaret & Sr. Fatima by Anna

Badami & Minnie Tristanio
Matthew Becchina by wife Josephine & Family
Sunday, April 1

8AM Michael LaSalle by M/M John LaSalle
11AM Deceased members of the Scarcello Family by
Christine Scarcella and S. R. Scarcello
WEEKLY LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
COLLECTION April 1 & April 2
LECTORS
4PM:  Pat Hempstead
March 19’ 2005 8AM:  Margaret Mancuso
11AM:  Maria Valenti
Collections:  $3084.00 EUCHARIST MINISTERS
. 4PM:  Lonnie Roccaforte
Other IrTcome. $1654.00 8AM.  Lucy Stasi
TOTAL: $4738.00 | 11aM:  Linda Venable

ALTAR SERVERS
4PM:  Stephanie & Brian Bui

Yen & Long Bui

Your st God and Parih 2=

SECOND COLLECTION
PLEASE BE GENEROUS
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

Friday, March 31
4:00—7:00
Scalabrini Hall;
$17.00 per person.
Tickets will be on
sale after each mass
this weekend or you
can purchase your
tickets at the rectory
between 9 and 2:30.

SHRIMP BOIL

Shrimp, corn on the cob,
potatoes—prepared in a
mildly seasoned pot.
Dessert and one drink
ticket included.

Meeting 7PM in
the chapel to
plan for the
Shrimp Dinner
Everyone is
Welcome.

ALL YOU CARE
TO EAT
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