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February 26, 2006

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Hos 2:16-22; 2 Cor 3:1-6; Mark 2:18-22

Fast or feast?

Fasting has a long history. In the Old
Testament and among Jews today, there is only
one obligatory fast day, the Day of Atonement,
but there were devotional fasts undertaken by
the Pharisees, the disciples of John the Baptist
and other Jewish groups. In the month of Rama-
dan observant Muslims do not eat or drink dur-
ing the daylight hours. Through the centuries
Christians have observed various kinds of fasts
during Lent and at other times of the year.

In today’s gospel the Pharisees ques-
tioned Jesus why he and his disciples were not
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#Jesus in his
ministry is
proclaiming a

% new
“wedding”, a renewed covenant, between God
and his people, so this is a time for joy, feasting
and celebration. The imagery of God as the
bridegroom of Israel is stated so beautifully in
today’'s reading from the prophet Hosea. Israel’s
covenant relationship with Yahweh is given a
personal dimension of love and intimacy through
the motif of bride and groom.

Jesus is aware that there will be a time
of fasting for him and for his disciples, but it is
not now.

At times we too resent people’s celebra-
tions and happiness, especially when we go
through a difficult time. The reasons for celebra-
tions and feasting do not come at the same time
for all people. We must be aware and alert of
our time for celebration and our time of testing,
and be ready and able to rejoice with those who
rejoice and to mourn with those who mourn.

'J.-F{m Ash Wednesday mass
- services are at 11:30 am
~ |and at 6:30 pm.

Ash Wednesday
marks the beginning of
Lent, a period of 40 days
of prayer, self giving and
self control, which
reaches its climax and
goal in the solemn cele-
brations of Jesus’ death
and resurrection in Holy Week. Lent is defined as a
“time of grace and reconciliation”. It is a time of
prayer, of remembrance, of community service.
There are private devotions that we can practice dur-
ing lent. One of the traditional Lenten observances is
fasting, which is recommended not primarily to feel
good or to lose weight but to exercise self-control
and express our solidarity with the thousands of peo-
ple who suffer hunger and die of starvation every
day.

Lent is not so much about us and our pious
practices; it is about Christ and our relationship to
God and to other persons. The most important task
of the Lenten season is to link up with Jesus and
with the saving significance of his death and resur-
rection. It is expressed in the beautiful word of the
song, “We remember, we celebrate, we believe.”

We remember, (bible reflection), we celebrate,
(personal participation at mass on Sunday, and on
weekdays once or twice a week); we believe, (by our
way of life we show that Christ's love has changed
our life). There is no better way to show our belief
than to offer our service to the needy, the elderly, the

sick, the lonely and “lost sheep”.
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Ash Wednesday is a day of fast
(age 18-59) and abstinence (no
meat).

Weekday mass during lent will
continue to be at 8:00 a.m.

St. Joseph Table...Join us in the Scalabrini Hall 9—
2 Monday to Friday to help bake our famous cook-
ies. Thank you to everyone who have donated in-
gredients and money. Monetary donations are still
needed.

St. Pius X High School
Spaghetti Dinner
March 5; 11 am—5 pm
Adults $6; Kids under 3 eat free
with an adult ticket.
Dine in or carry-out.
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CHUA NHAT THU TAM THUONG NIEN 7
Hosea 2:16-22;2Corinthians 3:1-6; Mark2:18-22 H

“An chay hay 1 in mirng” H
Chtia Giésu thuong dugc vi nhu 1a dang tién tri I
dem dén cho

moi ngudi d
nhitng y d
tudng mai la H
khong hop H
v6&i nhiing J
quan niémco
xua. Nhitng J
nha tién tri I

Do théi cing |
néu ra nhitng |

tuc 18 ¢ 1
truyén dé chia r& dan ching véi Thién Chua. H
Phuc 4m hom nay ké lai viéc dan chiing hoi 1
Chtia Giésu tai sao Chua va cac mon dé cua H

Nguoi khong an chay, trong khi d6 cdc mon dé H
Pharisi€u lai an chay. Chua Giésu giai thich sy H
hién dién ctia Nguoi va nhiém vu truyén gido H
cua Nguoi 1a thong bao mot ti¢e cudi gitra 7 H
Thién Chua va dan Thién Chua va day la lac dé H
an mung chur khong phai an chay. Thoi gian an H

chay s& dén sau va Nguoi cing cac mon dé s& H
an chay lic d6. Chua Giésu so sanh 101 day cua H
Ngudi véi thi du rugu nho méi phai do vao H
binh méi. Mét nhan sin}} quan ;né:i va mot nhan H
thirc moi, can phai c6 dé co thé hap thu 161 H
Chta

Thir Tw L& Tro: Théanh 1&
ngay Thir Tu L& Tro 1 thang 3
s€ vao lac 11gid 30 sang va 6
gid 30 chiéu. L& Tro la ngdy dn
chay va ham minh dén to1

. Thénh I ngay thudng trong mua chay sé d
H% vao liuc 8 gio sang *

ALL YOU CAN EAT
BOILED SPICED SHRIMP DINNER
Friday, March 31 4:00—7:00—Scalabrini Hall;
$17.00 per person. Purchase your tickets at the rec-
tory between 9 and 2:30 p.m.

worrrk MASS INTENTIONS *rs

Saturday, February 25
4PM In Memory of Jim Ciarlelli, Jr by M/M/ Carmelo
Guastello
Sunday, February 26
8AM Anthony Licata by wife Jackie
11AM Conjetta LaCapra & Lily Barelli by
granddaughter Concetta LaCapra
Monday, February 27

8:00 AM All Souls
Tuesday, February 28
8:00 AM All the Sick of the Parish

Wednesday, March 1 ASH WEDNESDAY
11:30 AM All Parishioners
6:30PM All Souls
Thursday, March 2
8:00 AM Rose Gargotta by sister Fannie Ferrantelli
Friday, March 3
8:00AM In honor of Jesus, Mary & Joseph by Vivian
Gentile
Saturday, March 4
4PM Salvatore & Marianne & Frank Badami by
Family
Sunday, March 5
8AM Jimmie, Mike, Jake & Tony Gargotta by sister
Fannie Ferrantelli

11AM Jennie Terranella by daughter Frances

WEEKLY
COLLECTION

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

February 25 & 26
LECTORS
4PM:  Mary Ann Monteleone

February 19, 2005

8AM:  Shelley Armato
11AM:  Amie Denny
Collections:  $2750.00 | EUCHARIST MINISTERS
. 4PM:  Lonnie Roccaforte
Other IrTcome. $1020.00 8AM.  Lucy Stasi
TOTAL: $3770.00 | 11aM:  Deva Flahive

ALTAR SERVERS

; gim Stephanie & Brian Bui
'wl G"u to GOd und Punlh 11AM; Yen & Long Bui

SECOND COLLECTION—Next weekend March 4-5 the
BISHOP’'S EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND. Wether
we have—or have not—God has gifted us all with the
strength to care for one another. Your generosity and
compassion helps individuals and families in our diocese
who are in need of food or assistance with utilities or shel-
ter. Envelopes are available.

PLEASE NOTE—WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
WILL CONTINUE TO BE AT 8:00 A.M. We are
eliminating the summer and winter schedule.

Upcoming Events
**Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet will host the
12th Annual St. Joseph Spaghetti Dinner on March
5, 12:00—6:30. St. Joseph Medical Center in the
Community Center for Health & Education




